SERMON IV. 

THE CREED OF FALSE SCIENCE . 1 

Videte, ne seducamini. 

Take heed that you be not seduced. 

(Words taken from the 8 th verse of the 21st chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel. 

I. 

We have heard, both to-day and last Sunday, my 
brethren in Jesus Christ, of the description given by 
the blessed Evangelists of the signs which are to go 
before the second coming of our Lord. As St. Luke 
puts them before us, they are terrible enough—there 
are to be signs in the sun and in the moon and in 
the stars, and more than these, “ distress of nations 
by reason of the confusion of the roaring of the sea 
and of the waves, men withering away for fear and 
expectation of what shall come upon the world.” 
And indeed we can imagine nothing more fearful for 
the dwellers upon the earth, than that those natural 
elements and bodies which seem to us to be the 
most stable and immutable of all things, the orbs of 
heaven and the forces and foundations of the natural 
world, should be changed and shaken before their 
eyes and under their feet. It is easy to understand 
1 Preached on Advent Sunday, 1881. 
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that such a falling to pieces of the whole fabric of 
the universe as we see it around us must fill the 
hearts and minds of men with the utmost terror and 
consternation. It is terrible enough to read of a 
ship sinking or burning in the midst of the howling 
ocean, but in such cases all is in accordance with the 
laws of nature, and one element at least remains by 
means of which safety may be hoped for. But what 
hope can possibly remain when the world itself 
is dissolved ? 

And yet, my brethren, there is one thing 
here foretold by our Lord which seems in many 
respects to be more wonderful than any of these 
changes in the heavenly bodies themselves, and in 
the physical order of the universe. It is a wonderful 
thing, though no man can pretend to say it is impos¬ 
sible, that the “sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood,” as one of the old Prophets 
tells us, before the great and terrible day of the 
Lord. It is a wonderful thing to hear, though we 
cannot deny its possibility, that the stars shall be 
seen to fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens, the physical forces and laws by which the 
whole visible creation is ruled, should be shaken. 
And, if such things are to happen, it is not a matter 
of surprise that the whole world should be filled 
with awe and consternation thereby. But the most 
marvellous thing of all is that it should be necessary 
for our Lord, in His Divine foreknowledge of the 
future, to add to the prediction of these great and 
most appalling signs the further warning, “take 
heed that you be not seduced,” as if in the face of 
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all these divinely ordained signs of the end of the 
world men would still be in danger of seduction. 

Surely, we might say to ourselves, if God is so 
good as to vouchsafe all these signs beforehand of 
the second coming of our Lord, this time not to save 
the world but to judge the world, it is not likely that 
men should deceive themselves any longer as to the 
meaning of these signs. The signs themselves will 
be enough to awaken the most obdurate and to 
startle the most inattentive. But our Lord seems 
to tell us that it will not be so. He went on to say, 
as St. Luke tells us, that heaven and earth shall pass 
away, and then He added the further warning, “Take 
heed unto yourselves, lest perhaps your hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness and 
the cares of the world, and that day come upon you 
suddenly, for as a snare shall it come upon all that 
sit on the face of the whole earth.” These words 
contain a two-fold warning, one against delusion, 
another against worldliness and engrossment in the 
pleasures and interests of this life. And our Lord 
seems to say to us that, with the universe as it were 
crumbling to pieces about their ears, and with all 
these signs of terror flashing about them, and even 
notwithstanding the agonies and alarms which they 
cannot help experiencing, men will not understand 
the meaning of these signs ordained by God for 
their salvation and conversion, and that the apparent 
ruin of the universe will come upon the eyes of a dull 
and senseless and heedless generation, just as the 
warnings which were sent before the Flood fell on 
a generation of men who had no power of under- 
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standing them. And if this is again to be, then the 
most marvellous and the most inexplicable of all the 
signs before the end of all things will be the dulness 
and delusion of the men in whose time they are 
to come. 

n. 

My brethren, if the blindness of the men of the 
last age is to be the greatest of all the marvels that 
shall then be seen, it is also the one marvel of 
them all which it may be most important for us 
to study, especially if it be true that we can find the 
explanation of this blindness in a series of thoughts 
which will not take us beyond the experience of our 
own times. You may know that in the range of 
predictions concerning this last time which we have 
given to us in the Sacred Scriptures, of which the 
words of our Lord on the occasion of His last 
prophecy on Mount Olivet form the most important, 
though by no means the only important part, there 
are two main elements on which our Christian con¬ 
sideration may profitably dwell. There is, in the 
first place, the description of the state of the world 
such as it will be at the time of the last Advent of 
our Lord, and there is the description of the signs 
and portents by which, in the good providence 
of God, that last Advent will be heralded and 
announced. The description of the state of the 
world, morally and intellectually and religiously, is 
a different thing from the description of the physical 
signs which are to go before the face of the coming 
Judge. 

Neither of these subjects can be a matter of 
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indifference to us. We do not know when the end 
may be, and our Lord bids us always be on the 
watch, and these two things constitute a sufficient 
reason why we should be students of all that can 
enlighten us as to these most momentous points. 
But of the two, if we are to make our choice, it 
cannot be doubtful which should be the subject 
which it most concerns us to study and to make 
ourselves familiar with. It is most important that 
we should be able to recognize the signs when they 
come, but whether we do so or not depends on 
this other question—whether we are free from the 
influences of the state of humanity and society 
which will make the men of that day, as a mass, 
fail to see what those signs mean. The signs are 
the work of God, and are in the hand of God, but 
the failure to recognize them will be the fault of 
men. The signs may come in our time or not, but 
the state of the world is a matter with which we 
all have much to do, and which interests and 
concerns us all nearly, for it is a matter as to which 
we all have our responsibilities and our duties. We 
must first of all be men such as our Lord would 
have us be, men of whom He speaks as having their 
loins girded and their lamps burning, watchers and 
waiters for their Master Whose coming they are to 
be expecting. Such it is our business, and it is not 
beyond our power, to be. And if we are such men 
as these, then it will not be a matter of overwhelm¬ 
ing importance whether we live or not in the days 
when these signs shall be vouchsafed to the world. 
We shall then have guarded ourselves from the evil 
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elements, as rife in our time as in any other, by the 
influence of which the world will be plunged into 
that state of dulness and apathy, which even the 
most marvellous physical commotions will fail to 
rouse. 

And again, the day of the coming of our Lord is 
to be the day of our death, whether that happens 
generations before the end of the world or not. If 
the signs are not to come in our time, at all events 
it will be no vain speculation, no useless occupation 
of mind and heart, to train ourselves, morally and 
spiritually, to discern them whenever they do come, 
because that preparation of ourselves will enable 
us to resist all evil influences, and to be fit to stand, 
as our Lord says, before the Son of Man. This 
then is a study which can never be thrown away, 
and it will reveal to us, if I am not mistaken, a 
truth of which many of us have but little suspicion 
—that there are now prevalent and visible in the 
world around us many of those very features which 
are predicted by our Lord and by His Prophets as 
the features of that last and most miserable genera¬ 
tion, which is to be so insensible to its own danger, 
and so blind to the merciful warnings of God, that it 
will be asleep on the very brink of the abyss which 
is to open and engulf it, deaf to the voice of God 
in conscience, to the cries of agony of a dying 
world, and to the thunders of the approaching 
doom. 

It cannot but be of immense importance to us, 
my brethren, if on examining what we can gather 
from the sacred writings concerning the character- 
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istics of the men of that last and most senseless 
generation of the children of Adam, we should be 
able to find that there are among us and around us 
now many of those characteristics. The signs of 
the Last Day may not be yet, but the state of mind 
and of heart which will make those signs fruitless 
for the warning of so many is not wanting now. 
Again recall what St. John says in his Epistle as to 
Antichrist, “ Little children, you know that Anti¬ 
christ cometh, and even now there are become 
many Antichrists, whereby we know that it is the 
last hour.” And he goes on to speak of the heretics 
who had even then begun to go forth from the unity 
of the Catholic Church. He, the inspired Apostle, 
the seer of the Apocalyptic vision, did not mean 
to foreshorten the time which was to elapse between 
his own days and the end of the world. He did not 
mean, in particular, to make his disciples believe 
that the coming of the Man of Sin, of whom St. Paul 
had written, was to be immediately. He meant to 
say that the Antichristian leaven was already at 
work in the Church, and the elements of the 
character of the great enemy of God were already 
to be discerned in the heretics and schismatics of 
the Apostolic age, as they have been discernible in 
the heretics and schismatics of all succeeding ages. 
Now what St.John teaches concerning the spirit of 
Antichrist may very well be asserted concerning the 
spirit of the men of that last generation who are 
to be the ready dupes and servants of Antichrist 
when at last he is revealed to the world. The 
elements which will produce, or which are sufficient 
F 
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to produce, the utter blindness and dulness and 
hardness of the men of the last times are already 
to be seen among ourselves, in the Europe and 
in the England of the last quarter of the nine¬ 
teenth century. I do not say whether the end 

of the world is at hand or not, of that day and 

that hour no man knows, and the Father hath 
placed it in His own power. Not even the 

angels of Heaven know it. But I do say that 

there are the features in the present generation 
which make it very fit indeed to be the last genera¬ 
tion of the world, and that when that last generation 
comes it will not be very unlike the generation in 
which we live. There are now at work, in the most 
influential societies in the world, principles and 
elements which have only to be strengthened and 
developed, in order to bring about that state of 
things and that temper of human society which will, 
if one may so say, bring on the Last Day, and which, 
when the Last Day is imminent, and when all its 
signs have been brought about by God, will make 
men gaze at them with stolid indifference, and have 
no capacity at all for reading them or interpreting 
them. 

hi. 

I suppose, my brethren, that all will agree with 
me in thinking that the men of that or of any other 
generation would be blinded to the recognition of the 
marvellous signs which are to precede the Day of 
Judgment, if they had learnt to disbelieve altogether 
in its possibility, and if they had come to think that 
they could explain all such phenomenas as those of 
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the signs of which I speak, in a way which would 
satisfy them that signs at least of a coming Judgment 
they could not be. Such men might be shaken by 
fear and consternation, some of them might even be, 
as the rest would say, foolish enough to be driven 
back by them to the old traditions of faith in natural 
or revealed religion which they had long abandoned. 
But the generality of these persons would look on 
such phenomena as interesting or as appalling, as 
requiring an explanation, even though they might 
not be able to find one, or as even signifying that a 
great physical catastrophe was at hand, for which 
they must make up their minds and from which 
there was no escape. Such a temper of mind 
would be possible enough, and yet it would contri¬ 
bute very little indeed to the intelligence of these 
alarming natural phenomena in the only way in 
which they could be of use as warnings of the 
coming Judgment. It might engender a philo¬ 
sophical resignation and tranquillity, it would not 
lead men to repent or strive to make their peace 
with God. 

Well, my brethren, a creed of this kind, if creed 
it can be called, which consists mainly in the denial 
of everything that can be matter of what we 
commonly call belief, is fast spreading among us, 
and bids fair to be the popular doctrine of the day. 
For the present it is mainly confined to the educated 
classes, but in our times education has made very 
rapid progress indeed, and it is fast becoming the 
truth that there is very little difference between one 
class of the community and another in the level of 
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general knowledge. The creed of which I speak 
will soon get hold of the masses of the population, 
and indeed we are told by those who study most 
intelligently the thoughts and ideas of the masses, 
at least in the large towns which are the charac¬ 
teristic products of the age in which we live, that 
it has already spread among the lower orders to a 
degree little suspected by those who are not familiar 
with the facts. It is called the creed of modem 
science, and its articles are formulated almost with 
the same precision as those of the Christian doctrine 
of which they are in the main a categorical denial . 1 
Now, when I speak of this as the creed of science, 
I am not giving it a name, but using the name 
which it already has obtained, and I am bound to 
say has obtained without right. It is not the creed 
of true science, but the creed of scientific imposture. 
At the name of science I am inclined to bow my 
head, as to the name of one of the greatest gifts 
of God to man. I revere, as I am bound to revere, 
and to give thanks to God for, the revelations He 
has allowed us to receive of the true science of the 
universe in which we live. For they help us to 
know Him better, they make our life in many ways 
brighter and more beautiful, nobler and more 
elevated, and in the hands and mouths of those 
who are true philosophers—alas! how few—they 
shed a light even on the next life and on revelation 
itself in the true sense of the word, a light which 
comes from Him and for which all His children 
should thank Him. And when I see a Christian 
1 See Note at end of this Sermon. 
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philosopher and man of science, I honour him as 
the one true interpreter of a class of verities which 
God desires to be made known, for His own glory 
and for the support and consolation of His creatures. 
And I honour such a man all the more, because in 
our times he is like the angel of whom the poet 
sings as 

Faithful found 

Amid the faithless, faithful only he. 

For it is with science, as it has been with that other 
great gift of God to His children in this world, a 
gift which is His because He is the Author and 
Defender of human society as such, the gift of liberty. 
And as the poor Girondin lady on her way to the 
guillotine cried out to Liberty, so we may say of this 
great name of Science, “ O Science, gift of Heaven, 
what follies and what falsehoods and what mischiefs 
are palmed off on us in thy name ! ” 

My brethren, it would require many long dis¬ 
courses if it were necessary for us to go through, 
article by article, the creed, as it is called, of modern 
science, which, as we are told, has already a great 
multitude of adherents, and is likely, as far as we can 
see, to lay hold more and more powerfully every day 
of the public mind for many obvious reasons. But it 
is enough for us, in view of the subject immedi¬ 
ately before us, to speak of those elementary points 
which are concerned especially with that great act 
of God to which we look forward when we anticipate 
what we call the Day of Judgment, which, as our 
Lord tells us, is to be ushered in by these marvellous 
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signs which are yet to fail to rouse the generation to 
which they are immediately addressed. And here I 
must repeat more at length what I have already in 
some measure set before you in a former sermon. 
This truth of the judgment of God on man is a truth 
partly of natural religion and partly of revelation. I 
mean it embraces the truth that God is the Creator 
and Lord of the whole universe, that it is God Who 
has given to human nature the faculties which it 
possesses, that it is His right to call men to an 
account, at the end of their probation, for the use 
they have made of their liberty, and that this 
judgment and this rendering of account to Him are 
the just foundation to them of the eternity which is 
to follow, and which is to be for them an eternity of 
reward or of punishment in accordance with the 
sentence which shall then be pronounced upon them 
and enforced by the power of God. So far this 
doctrine contains nothing that is not practically 
witnessed to by the conscience of every child of 
Adam, and therefore it may be called a part of 
natural religion. Thus we find that St. Paul fear¬ 
lessly appealed to it in his famous speech to the 
Athenian philosophers on the Areopagus, and he 
would not have done so if he had not known that 
there were in the minds of those whom he addressed, 
the germs and rudiments of the truth of which he 
so confidently spoke. He told them that the Creator 
of all things had left the nations of the world in 
great measure to themselves in times past, but that 
now He called on them all everywhere to do 
penance, because He had appointed a day in which 
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He would judge the world in equity by the Man 
Whom He had chosen. 

Thus, St. Paul went on to add points which are 
no part of natural theology, so to speak, that is, 
that the judgment was to be by a Man, Whom God 
had chosen, and that God had given all men a proof 
of this new truth by raising Him from the dead. 
Now here were new things certainly, and we find 
accordingly that these heathen philosophers took 
objection to what was new and not, as far as the' 
Scripture narrative tells us, to what was old. When 
they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some of 
them mocked, as St. Luke tells us—he does not say 
that they mocked at the doctrine of the responsibility 
of man to his Creator, or of his having to give an 
account of his use of his liberty to the God Who 
made him free, and so responsible. This is enough 
to show us what elements of truth must exist in the 
mind or in the teaching of men, in order that they 
may have some kind, at least, of intelligence or 
capacity of intelligence of the truth of the coming 
Judgment, and so of the signs by which that Judg¬ 
ment is to be preceded. 


IV. 

Well, my brethren, the philosophers of the age 
in which we live have gone far beyond the sages of 
the Athenian schools in the first century in their 
negation of truth. If St. Paul had made his speech 
in a learned society in London, instead of at Athens, 
he would have been stopped at the very outset of his 
discourse by the jeers and mockery of his audience. 
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These men of whom I speak are not courteous in 
their treatment of what had been the common belief 
of the wisest of mankind for ages before they 
appeared in this world. For the doctrine of the 
creation of all things by a God Who is far above the 
natures which He has made out of nothing they 
have invented a new word, since no old word is strong 
enough for the measure of their unbelief. The 
doctrine of Creation is not to them only improbable, 
or unproved, or untrue, or uncertain, it is unthinkable. 
The most courteous and civil in his language of the 
men of whom I am speaking is the greatest among 
them, the writer to whom is owing the theory, as it 
is called, of Natural Selection. This doctrine is not, 
to ordinary minds, very far removed from the simple 
doctrine of chance, as the explanation of all phe¬ 
nomena. But anyhow, this writer, we are told, 
“postulates” a Creator of some sort, at the beginning 
of the countless ages which are required for the 
evolution of the present forms of life. And if the 
word Creator were enough, we might thus find in 
the theory of this famous man some acknowledgment 
of the fundamental truth on which the Christian 
doctrine of the Judgment is built. 

But, as we all can see at once, the word is not 
enough, and the teaching of this philosopher—at 
least as explained and developed by his followers 
—leaves very little room for what we Christians call 
a Creator—a God Who not only creates all things 
out of nothing, but Who is continually active in 
support of the creation which He has called into 
existence; a free, intelligent, personal God, Who, 



THE CREED OF FALSE SCIENCE. 


73 


besides being thus active, is a free, intelligent, 
personal, conscious God, having a purpose and a 
design in all that He does and has done . 1 The 
Creator of this theory is one who may be necessary 
for the first existence of the rudiments out of which 
the whole world has been developed, but He stands 
by inactive, while the laws which He has established 
work themselves out. He has no purpose in His 
creation, and He is not the kind of Being of Whom 
even the idea can be entertained, that He will ever 
be the Judge of human souls and call them to account 
for the use of their liberty. Souls and liberty are 
words which these men use, if at all, in no more 
Christian a sense than they use the word Creator. 
After the very idea of God has been got rid of, it 
is not much more to destroy the idea of the separate 
and indestructible existence of the souls of men. 
The Judge is first removed from the sphere even of 
possible thought, and then, of course, those whom 
He is to judge follow Him into nothingness. The 
modern creed is not unanimous in its decision as to 
the existence of the soul, but it generally denies the 
free-will of man, and thus cuts away the truth of his 
responsibility. And as to his future existence, it is 
quite certain with them that men cannot survive the 
world in which his lot is cast, and this world they 
acknowledge must eventually come to destruction, 
though there may be an immense series of centuries 
to pass before that consummation takes place. So 
the Judge is gone, and the persons to be judged are 
gone, and the subject-matter of the Judgment is 
1 See Note at the end of this Sermon. 
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gone, and also that future eternal existence, the hap¬ 
piness or misery of which alone makes it a matter of 
importance whether man does owe the account he is 
supposed by Christians to have to render to a most 
just and severe Master. Man is not truly free, and 
at the most his responsibility lies in some kind of 
obligation under which he is placed to the society of 
which he forms a part, and even his responsibility 
is subordinated to his self-interest. And of course 
if the soul does not survive the body, the very 
foundation of the whole doctrine of the Judgment 
is removed. 

My brethren, I do not say whether this creed of 
modern science will last till the great day of account 
itself. For the fancies of the philosophers of modern 
times are like the bubbles which children blow, and 
very few of them last long before they burst. But 
what I have told you is only a part of a very large 
range of false doctrines linked together, more or less, 
by a kind of identity or continuity, and this is the 
creed which is fast taking possession of large portions 
of the educated communities of modern Europe and 
America. It is a very destructive, a very degrading, 
as well as a very foolish creed, and if it were to 
the purpose to-day to draw out its details, and to 
tell you what it makes of duty, what account it gives 
of virtue, how it treats all that is most noble and 
great in what the intelligence of man has acquired 
or stored up during so many painful centuries of toil 
in the life of our race, if I were to tell you what is the 
gospel of this new religion, what are its promises, 
what is its social creed, and how it purposes to deal 



THE CREED OF FALSE SCIENCE. 


75 


with religion and with morality, the family, the home, 
the dearest rights of men, I should have to shock 
you far more than I may have shocked you already. 
But I am now only speaking of this creed as a most 
adequate preparation for that state of utter blindness 
and hardness which we are taught to expect in the 
days of Antichrist, in the men of that last age of 
the world, and surely it is evident that little more 
can be required than the prevalence of the creed of 
which I speak to produce that insensibility to the 
phenomena of the last age which seems to us so 
marvellous. And so, my brethren, we may say, as 
St.John says in the passage which has already been 
quoted to you, “ Even now there are become many 
Antichrists, whereby we know that it is the last 
hour.” In any case, my brethren, there is enough in 
this creed to account for the phenomenon of which 
we are speaking, that is, the dulness of the men of 
the last generation to the warnings of God, and 
therefore it represents to us the sufficient cause 
of that greatest of all calamities, against which our 
Lord is so anxious that we should be on our guard. 
Wherefore it is worth our while to examine it a 
little more closely, not. indeed in its details, but in its 
effects and in the characteristics which may make it 
so dangerous to the men of our own time, whether it 
last beyond that time or not. 


v. 

Now, out of many things that might be said of a 
creed like this, I must select just those few which it 
may be most important for us now to note. In the 
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first place, then, let us consider the great though 
superficial attractiveness of a belief like this. It is 
indeed a sad thing to have to speak of the attractive¬ 
ness of a form of falsehood which makes man blind 
to the existence of God, to the spirituality of the 
soul, to the liberty with which he is himself endowed, 
in short, to all that constitutes in him that Divine 
image which is his greatest glory. It is a mournful 
thing to think that, after so many centuries of the 
boasted progress of humanity, it should have come 
to this, that the very highest achievement of the 
intelligence of man is to find out that he is no better 
than the beasts that perish, that he has no future, 
that he has no true moral responsibility, that he is 
incapable of virtue and of merit, and that his truest 
wisdom is to follow his animal appetites. What 
further degradation to an intelligent being can be 
imagined, I do not know. Yes, this is a mournful 
creed, and one can only wonder that those who 
think they have discovered it to be true, do not hide 
their discovery from very shame, and let the rest of 
mankind go on believing the fair dream that they 
are made for Heaven and are the children of God. 
But it is not easy to fathom the depths of the degra¬ 
dation of which men become enamoured when their 
hearts are set on the enjoyment of temporal goods, 
and yearn, above all things, for freedom from the 
uncomfortable restraints of conscience and of the 
moral law. 

What is attractive in this pernicious creed, 
besides its promise of immunity to all kinds of foul¬ 
ness and corruption, is the sweeping and thorough- 
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going character of its so-called doctrine. It is written 
of the wisdom of God that “ it reaches from end to 
end mightily and orders all things sweetly ,” 1 and of 
this sensual and devilish wisdom, to use the words 
of the Apostle, we may say that it reaches from end 
to end boldly and orders all things speciously. There 
is an attractiveness to our poor weak minds in large 
and magnificent generalizations, in neat and exact 
laws, in theories which account in a few words for 
everything, in easy panaceas, and in the demolitions 
of old creeds by a single blow. This doctrine of 
false science in our day has a kind of arctic grandeur 
and even beauty of its own. Thus it is not necessary 
to suppose, or to assume, that those who have built 
it up are conscious of any formed desire to get rid 
of religion, of free-will, of morality, of responsibility, 
of duty, of a future state. For, even without this, 
it has, like so many of the results of mathematical 
investigation, a symmetry and a glitter of its own 
which is pleasant to the intelligence, even if it freezes 
up the heart. There are men whose lives have in 
them no prayer, no exercise of the mind on spiritual 
things and the unseen world, who are as dead to all 
active charity as the rich glutton mentioned in the 
Gospel, though they belong to a more intelligent and 
speculative class than he, and to these men of keen 
minds and hard hearts there is, as I say, a charm 
about such theories as this which others can hardly 
understand. 

But then, when we speak of the attractiveness of 
a creed such as this, we must in the first place 

1 Wisdom viii. i. 



7 8 


THE CREED OF FALSE SCIENCE. 


consider, not what charms it may have to the man 
of science and the student in his closet, but how it 
will affect the masses when it is popularized, what 
its influence will be when it comes, as it soon may 
come, to be taught in Board Schools, to be instilled 
into the minds of the people in penny newspapers, 
to be tacitly assumed as true and as the foundation 
of all truth, in the whole shallow literature of a 
world incapable of serious thought or reflection. 
Then it will certainly reveal charms which address 
themselves, quite in a different degree of attractive¬ 
ness, to the secluded and refined student on the one 
hand, and, on the other hand, to the hearts and 
wills and passions of multitudes, who care nothing 
for the possible millions of ages outside their own 
short span of existence in this world, and to whom 
this creed will be simply the gospel of a new era of 
fearless and unbridled liberty, far more effectively 
such than that liberty in the name of which so 
many horrors have been perpetrated in the most 
civilized countries of the world, since the latter half 
of the last century. In all human societies, except 
that of the Catholic Church, the many are ruled by 
the few, and not always for the sake of the many 
rather than for the sake of the few. In our times 
the masses have learnt their strength, and they can 
only be kept from exerting it by law, by religion, by 
conscience, by the fear of God. Which of these 
checks on brute violence will remain, in the face of 
the prevalence of this new creed ? And can it be 
doubted then, that when it comes to be the creed of 
the great mass of mankind, their faithfulness to its 
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ghastly precepts will be written in letters of blood 
and destruction on every community and society of 
man in the whole world ? 

But, in the next place, my brethren, if this creed 
is so attractive, is it not also equally deceptive ? 
We are told in the Sacred Scriptures that the Anti¬ 
christ shall come on the men of those days “ in all 
the seduction of iniquity,” that they shall have lost 
and set aside the love of truth, that they might be 
saved, and that, in consequence, God shall send 
upon them an operation or working of falsehoods, 
that they may believe lying. Now it might almost 
be said that the prophets, so to call them, of the 
new faith, confess this themselves, that they believe 
lies. This is a startling thing to say, but let me 
explain what I mean. Of course I do not say that 
they confess that they believe what they know to be 
false. But they do confess what makes this possible. 
They do confess—they say it one of another—that 
they very frequently indeed set at nought the laws 
of logic and of reasoning in the manner in which 
they build up their conclusions, which nevertheless 
they hold as most certain truths, and with a firmness 
of conviction like that, as they think, with which 
Christians hold the truths of revelation. I do not 
go for the proof of this to the enemies of science, 
but to the teachers themselves, who are continually 
exposing one another for the want of observation of 
some of the simplest laws of reasoning, in their 
haste to arrive at the conclusion on which they had 
set their heart. The process begins well enough in 
a great number of cases. A man of ability and 
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industry gives himself, perhaps for years, to the 
investigation of some part of the great realm of 
nature. He extracts a number of results, and then 
he at once leaps to a generalization. This genera¬ 
lization, though founded, after all, on imperfect 
knowledge, and liable to be overthrown, or greatly 
modified, by new discoveries which may follow, 
becomes a theory, and then we find this theory 
developed into a law, the application of which is 
insisted on far beyond the field of the original 
research, and then the law becomes a truth and a 
principle from which a large number of other conclu¬ 
sions are drawn, and thus a whole Philosophy of the 
Universe is raised and set up, like the statue of 
Nabuchodonosor, to be worshipped under pain of a 
new kind of persecution for all who hesitate. My 
brethren, it is more like the statue of which the 
same poor King dreamed, gold and silver and brass 
and iron, and resting on feet of clay. 

Thus the deceptiveness of this new creed lies in 
this, that its adherents rush to conclusions the pre¬ 
misses of which rest on uncertainties, and it is not 
too much to say that they know this all the time, 
yet so enamoured are they of these conclusions that 
they will not practically acknowledge that they can 
be no more certain than the uncertainties on which 
they are built. Now, these are the men of all others 
in the world who exercise most efficiently the critical 
faculty, and who insist most strictly on the require¬ 
ments of exact logic in everything else. See them 
when there is a question of the evidence of a miracle, 
or a revelation, or of a Divine messenger, or of a 
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Church which claims to speak in the name of God ! 
Put a faulty syllogism or an incomplete induction 
before them then, and mark their severity! But 
when the question respects some physical theory 
which may cast a doubt on revelation, or Scripture, 
or the authority of conscience, or the spirituality or 
immortality of the soul, and then these false men of 
science are children. They will reject the evidences of 
the religion of Jesus Christ, conclusive as the argu¬ 
ment may be, but they must have their own theories, 
hatched yesterday and perhaps to be discarded by 
themselves to-morrow, accepted at once as so 
certain that they may be reasoned from as accepted 
and prolific truths. And when this kind of credulity 
becomes the case with masses of men in their accept¬ 
ance of such a system, is it unfair to say that this 
system is allowed, judicially, as St. Paul tells us, to 
have a power of deceptiveness which is without a 
parallel in the history of human thought ? And this 
is the same thing as to say of it that it may well 
enough be the creed of that last generation, on 
which, because it would not retain the love of truth 
that it might be saved, God will send an operation 
of delusion, that it may believe lying. 

And now let me add one more characteristic of 
this new creed of science, which, if that new creed 
ever comes to be dominant, will greatly add to the 
difficulty which will prevent men from parting from 
the illusion, and which will certainly hinder them 
from recognizing the signs by which the last coming 
of our Lord is to be announced. This creed is not 
only very attractive and very deceptive, but it is a 
G 
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creed which will give to those who adopt it the 
fewest possible chances of ever laying it aside for 
the truth. This statement only requires a short 
explanation to make its truth obvious. The world 
has been full from the beginning, and it may be full 
unto the end, of various forms of false belief. Since 
the Church was placed in the world by our Lord, 
the multitudinous brood of heresies and schisms 
which have gone forth from her in rebellion against 
this or that point of her teaching, or against the 
rule of unity by which her faith and her charity are 
defended, have added by scores and by hundreds 
to the shapes of falsehood by which mankind 
was before oppressed. Since the abandonment of 
Catholic unity in this country alone, who shall 
count the religious sects which have sprung up in 
the Anglo-Saxon race in England and in America! 
Well, my brethren, some of these sects and religions 
are very far indeed from the Catholic faith, while 
others have retained considerable portions of the 
Catholic truth. Something of the same kind may 
also be said of the false forms of religion outside the 
Christian pale. There is hardly one of these that 
we know of, however wild, extravagant, and degraded, 
which does not retain some portions at least of the 
primitive truths that were the inheritance of our 
race from the beginning of time. It is by these 
fragments and shadows of truth that all false reli¬ 
gions live ; it is by these fragments and shadows of 
Catholic truth that the sects live which have gone 
forth from the bosom of the Church. Even Maho¬ 
metanism has the principle of the unity of the 
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Godhead; even the wildest modern Spiritualism has 
the principle of the existence of an unseen world of 
spirits. These fragments of truth are not merely 
the life of all these false systems. They are also 
the handles, so to speak, which the teachers of the 
truth in its Catholic perfection can lay hold of in 
their attempts to lead into the light of the Church 
those of the disciples of the sects who have adopted 
them and hold them in good faith. We have far 
enough to go sometimes, but we can mount up at 
last to some truth which the sectarian or the misbe¬ 
liever holds in common with ourselves, and then, as 
all truth is a harmonious whole, we can lead him 
along the path of truth from the point at which he, 
or the poor soul who founded his sect, began to 
diverge from it. 

I do not suppose, my brethren, there is any race 
of the children of Adam, however savage and 
degraded, even to the level almost of the beasts of 
the field, in which there is not some glimmer of a 
natural law, some idea of a God, some anticipation of 
a future; and, though such a case were to be found, 
we may say of them, at all events, that they have 
lost in the lapse of ages, in their misery and isolation, 
the remains of their primeval treasure, but they 
have not deliberately thrown it away and trampled it 
under foot. And if that be true, then, as surely as the 
Queen of the South and the men of Ninive shall rise 
up in the Day of Judgment and condemn the Jews of 
our Lord’s time, so surely will these poor benighted 
savages rise up in that same great day and condemn 
the false disciples of science, who, in the full light of 
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Christianity, have cast out of their own hearts and 
minds the truths which they once possessed. Where 
is the handle in their system which they have left us 
to lay hold of, that we may rescue their disciples 
from the misery in which they are plunged ? What 
contact has any part of the system of God’s truth 
with this so-called creed ? Is there any wild creature 
to be found in the interior of Africa or in the half- 
discovered recesses of Borneo, without any idea of 
civilized life at all and of the intellectual treasures of 
the human race, who, as far as concerns religion and 
the idea of God and of the soul and of conscience 
and of J udgment and of a future life, is more brutalized 
by the centuries of degradation which have passed 
over his ancestors than are those votaries of science, 
one may almost say, by their own free choice and the 
deliberate perversion of their understandings ? True, 
the one thing in which they do believe, that is, the 
immutability of the laws of nature, will be shattered 
to pieces before their eyes. And thus it may be said 
that God in His mercy will address them, so to 
speak, on their own ground. But how will this 
catastrophe of nature revive in them the thoughts 
which it is an axiom with them to consider unthink¬ 
able, and lead them to the knowledge of Him Whom 
they banish from His own creation as unknowable ? 
How will it wake up in them the moral sense, the 
idea of duty, the consciousness that they are some¬ 
thing more than bundles of impressions or automata, 
or that they have immortal souls, and that they are 
called to stand before their Judge? The fear, the 
terror, that falls on them will fall as well on the 
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beasts of the field and on the fowls of the air. But 
it will not make them feel themselves to be men in 
the Christian sense of the word, any more than it 
will make the birds of the air set their consciences 
in order, or move the beasts of the field to con¬ 
trition, compunction, and prayer. 


VI. 

Surely, then, my brethren, it is not an exaggera¬ 
tion to say that Satan has seldom been permitted 
to invent, for the seduction of mankind, a more 
pernicious, a more degrading, or a more inaccessible 
creed of science. It is true that the delusion may 
pass away, like other delusions, for it is certain that 
the progress of scientific researches will continue, 
and that nature must have many more secrets to 
surrender to the immense thirst of man for such 
discoveries. As the true progress of science con¬ 
tinues, it may be said, the fancies and absurdities 
of the earlier pioneers die away, and the result is to 
leave us in the possession of a number of new truths, 
which sober men soon come to see in their con¬ 
sistency and harmony with what has been the 
possession of our race from its beginnings. It may 
be that the intoxication of our generation will pass 
away, like the intoxication of the generation which 
lived in the days of what we look back on as the 
“ Renaissance,” when for a time it seemed to some 
as if the Christian elements in society were to be 
overwhelmed by the revival of paganism. The 
religious and Christian instincts of the children of 
the Church were strong enough to overcome the 
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venom which had been infused into society, and to 
assimilate that part of the new learning which was 
cognate to themselves. So it may be with what 
seems to us the madness of false science—so it 
certainly should be, when we consider its unreason¬ 
ableness and its inconsistencies. 

So, then, what the future will be is the secret of 
God, and I am far from saying that it may not 
please Him once more to restore the world by a 
new generation of saints, or by other new provisions 
of His inexhaustible wisdom and power. But it 
must be remembered that the end will come at its 
appointed time, and that God will not for ever defer 
the chastisements which He has so often threatened. 
That which makes one time worse than another in 
the decline of the world and the resistance of the 
waywardness and childishness of men to the truth 
and to the Church, is not so much the existence at 
any given time of one of the predicted signs of the 
coming Judgment, as the concurrent existence in 
any one generation of all or most of these predicted 
signs. The arm of the Lord is not shortened, and 
our Lord has used a remarkable word in that saying 
of His, so often quoted, in which He rebuked the 
curiosity of the Apostles themselves as to the features 
of the latter days. “ It is not for you,” He said, 
“to know the times or the moments, which the 
Father hath put in His own power.” 1 He did not 
say His own knowledge or wisdom, but His own 
power. As if He were speaking of something which 
depended, above all things, on the free choice of 
1 Acts i. 7. 
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God, independent of any ordinary laws or general 
rules by which He conducts the government of the 
world. It is written of Him in the Sacred Scriptures, 
that “He made the nations of the earth for health ” 
—Sanabiles fecit nationes terrcz , 1 and as long as it 
pleases Him to continue to mankind the blessed 
presence of the Catholic Church, the world possesses 
in her a fountain of fresh health and a remedy 
against every ill. But God will not always interfere 
to prevent the world from rejecting the Church. 
It is our business, all the more, as the Apostle says, 
“as we see the day approaching,” to take our part 
in the conflict on the side of truth and of God ; and 
a part of the discipline of our warfare is to be able 
to discern the signs of the times in which we live. 
This creed of pretended science is one of these signs 
—one out of many which concur in the world now 
around us. It is a sign which, when taken in con¬ 
junction with others, of which I shall have hereafter 
to speak, may well make us echo the words of the 
Beloved Disciple, that from what we see before us 
“ we know that it is the last hour." 


1 Wisdom i. 14. 



88 


THE CREED OF FALSE SCIENCE. 


NOTE TO P. 73. 

Some of the statements in the text with regard to the 
Darwinian theory may seem to require confirmation or 
explanation. But I must content myself with a few 
quotations from a book which may be usefully consulted 
on the general results of the system, and of others 
cognate to it, even though there may be here and there 
conclusions from which some of the disciples of the new 
philosophy might perhaps dissent, I mean the Creed of 
Science, by William Graham, M.A. (London, 1881.) 

With regard to the statement that to ordinary minds 
there is little difference between the Darwinian selection 
and chance, the following passage may suffice: 

What strikes us most in reading this marvellous story of 
the origin and process of manufacture of Nature’s living forms, 
is the seemingly chance affair it all was. We are not per¬ 
mitted, on Darwinian principles, to suppose that there was 
any prevision, or forecast of what was to come, in Nature’s 
blind bosom. There was no conception, not even the vaguest 
dream, on the part of Nature, in the commencement of the 
cosmic process, of the forms of life that should emerge in the 
sequel. Nature did not know what she did, for there was no 
principle of knowledge within her. Still worse, there was no 
constant purpose in view, and no controlling power governing 
the process of evolution. . . . What has resulted need not 
have resulted, for Nature neither knew nor cared or directed. 
Things might have taken a wholly different course, on the 
earth at least, with a slight accidental alteration of conditions 
at a critical moment in the history of any one of the species. 
In particular, man, himself, the crown of creation, might not 
have appeared at all. And after his appearance, it was only 
owing to the chapter of accidents unusually favourable that 
he emerged victor from the general battlefield of existence. 
. . . On the Darwinian hypothesis, man is the child of chance, 
as from the evolution hypothesis, in its full generality, all life 
is the result of chance (pp. 25—27). 

The writer goes on to combat the implied statement 
of Professor Tyndall that this is not so. 
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A few pages further on the author says : 

It is extremely difficult or wholly impossible to trace the 
operation of mind in this process. There is no room allowed 
for it. The more we read the story of Darwin, the further 
and further the notion and possibility of mind recede. The 
species in the organic worlds are brought into being in much 
the same fashion as the physical worlds in the system of 
Democritus, namely, by chance. In this system, after many 
unsuccessful trials and momentary adhesions of the atoms, 
after ephemeral worlds had been born and dissolved again in 
the course of a day—at length a particular combination of 
the atoms occurred, which, as the event turned out, had 
permanent cohesion in it, from which resulted the solid 
universe, and in a like fashion all that is therein. In a manner 
not dissimilar, the species of animals and plants were begun, 
and survived, while some quickly disappeared, on Darwin’s 
theory, and there seems on the whole as little room left for a 
shaping intelligence (according to our old notions) in the 
origin of species according to Darwin, or rather Darwinism, 
as in the origin of the world according to Democritus (pp. 37, 
38 ). 


On the question of the meaning of the Creator in 
this system the following passage may be quoted : 

We are entitled to consider the system, whether Darwin 
himself would accept all the consequences involved in it or no. 
For it is the system as a whole that really concerns us ; it is 
there that the important and far-reaching consequences of the 
whole doctrine of Natural Selection and Evolution are most 
clearly manifested. But Darwin himself is only responsible 
for the conclusions drawn by other Evolution philosophers 
so far as they are logically contained in his principles and 
methods of reasoning. Now, in Darwin’s Origin of Species a 
Creator is placed at the commencement of the process of 
organic evolution—and an intelligent Creator, other than the 
plastic powers of Nature—which, however, his most eminent 
followers have set aside. The question arises, are they justified 
in so doing, on Darwinian principles ? and the still graver 
question, are they justified on true and universal and philo¬ 
sophical principles ? The former question I am inclined to 
answer in the affirmative, for the Creator of the Origin of 
Species seems introduced more for ornament than for any 
serious work that He has to do, or at least, rather to conciliate 
the mass of hostile theological prejudice, certain to be aroused 
by the other doctrines, than to satisfy any logical demands 
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on the system. He has nothing to do at the beginning, save 
to endow “ one or a few primordial forms ” with the lowest 
degree of elementary life, leaving the rest of the work to 
natural selection and the ordeal of battle; and He has nothing 
to do ever since (on the earth at least) but to sit passively by 
and watch laws which execute themselves, without need of 
any interference on His part. He is a monarch that “ reigns 
but does not govern,” like the sovereigns under our parlia¬ 
mentary regime, and accordingly, in the evolutionary monism 
of Haeckel, the passive personal supernatural Creator is 
dethroned, and the real ruling and efficient agency, Matter, 
eternal and governed by its own laws, is placed on the vacant 
throne. There is no need to suppose creative agency either 
at the beginning or since, because “ physico-chemical laws,” 
which now regulate the behaviour in matter and all the 
processes of life, were quite competent to introduce life at 
first (pp. 44, 45). 

The reader will remember that the sermon speaks of 
the system in general, and it is in the minds of the 
great majority of its followers, many of whom have 
taken up with its results without troubling themselves 
as to the question, how these results have been reached. 
The sermon does not enter on the question, how much 
of real truth there may be in the system, a question 
which could not be treated on such an occasion. The 
true part of the system is sure to survive the illogical 
fantasies of some of its advocates, and to be harmonized 
by Catholic and Christian “ evolutionists,” with all the 
other truths with which those advocates endeavour to 
make it irreconcileable. 

With regard, in particular, to the points mentioned 
in this note, there is no apparently necessary contra¬ 
diction between the doctrine of Creation by God, in the 
Christian sense, and the doctrine of Evolution, when 
that doctrine is divested of its trappings, so to say, by 
which it has been overlaid. 1 

1 See Harper, Metaphysics of the School, vol. ii. App. A. 



